1: From God as Truth to Truth as God 


‘You have asked me why I consider that God is Truth. In my early youth 
I was taught to repeat what in Hindu scriptures are known as one thousand 
names of God. But these one thousand names of God were by no means exhaus- 
tive. We believe—and I think it is the truth—that God bas as many nemos 
as there are creatures and, therefore, we also say that God is nameless and’ 
since God has many forms wo also consider Him formless, and sinoo Ho speaks 
tous through many tongues we consider Him to be speechless and so on. 
And when I came to study Islam I found thet Islam too had many names 
for God. I would say with those who say God is Love, Ged is Love. But 
cop down in me I used to say that though God may be God, God is Truth, 
above all. If it is possible for the human tongue to give the fallet 
Gesoription, I have come to the conclusion that for myself God is Truth. 
But two years ago, I went a step further and said Truth is God, You 
will sec the fine distinction between the two statements, viz. that God is 
Truth and Trath is God, And I camo to that conclusion after a 
continuous and relentless search after Troth which began nearly fifiy 
years ago, I then found that the ‘nearest approach io Truth was through 
love, But I also found that Jove has many meanings in the English 
languago at least and that human love in the sense of passion could become 
a degrading thing also, I found, too, that love in the sense of ahimsa has 
only a limited namber of votarles in ihe world, But I never found a 
double meaning in connection with truth and not even the atholsts had 
Gemurzed to the necessity or power of truth, But in their passion for 
discovering trath the atheists have not hesitated to deny tho very existence 
of God—trom thelr own point of view rightly, And it was because of this 
reasoning that I saw that rather than say God is Truth I should say Truth 
is God. I recall tho namo of Obarles Bradlaugh who delighted to call himself 
an atheist, bub knowing as Ido something of him, I would never rogard him 
as an atheist, I would call him a God-fearing man, though, I know, he 
would reject the claim, His face would redden if I would say, “Mr, Bradlaugh, 
you are a trath-fenring man and nota God-fearing man.'' I would automatically 
disarm his criticism by saying that Truth is God, as I have disarmed the 
criticism of many a young man, Add to this the difficalty that millions have 
taken the name of God and in His name committed nameleas atrocitios. 
Not that sclentisis very often do nob commit cruelties in the name of truth. 
I know how in the name of truth and science inhuman cruclties are 
perpetrated on animals when men perform vivisection, Thore are thus s 


number of difficulties in the way, no matter how you describe God, But the 
human mind is a limited thing, and you have to labour under limitations 
when you think of a being or entity who is beyond the power of man to 
grasp. And then we have another thing in Hindu philosophy, viz. God 
alone is and nothing lso exists, and tho same truth you find emphasized and 
exemplified in the Kalema of Islam, There you find it clearly stated—that 
God alone is and nothing oleo oxista, In fact the Sanskrit word for Truth is 
a word which literally means that which exists—Sai, For these and 
several other reasons that I can give you I have come to the conclusion that 
the definition—Trath is God—gives me the greatest satisfaction, And 
when you want to find Trath as God the only inevitable means is Love, ie., 
non-violence, and since I believe that ultimately means and end are convertible 
terms, I should not hesitate to say that God is Love, 4 

‘What then is Truth ?* 

A difüeult question, but I have solved ib for myself by saying that it is 
what the voice within tells yon, How, then, you ask, different people think 
of different and contrary truths] Well, seeing that tho human mind 
worked through innumerable media and that the evolution of the human 
mind is not the same for all, it follows that what may be truth for 
one may be untruth for another, and hence those who have made 
experiments have come to the conclusion that there are certain conditions 
to be observed in making those experiments, Just as for conducting 
scientific experiments there is an indispensable  solentifio course of 
instruotion, in the same way strict preliminary discipline is nocossury to 
qualify a person to make epariments in the spiritual realm. Everyone 
should, therefore, realize his limitations before be speaks of his inner voice. 
‘Therofors, wo have tho beliet based upon experience, that those who would 
make Individual search after trath as God, must go through several vows, 
as for instance, the vow of truth, the vow of Brahmacharya ( purity )—for. 
you cannot possibly divide your love for Truth and God with anything else— 
tho vow of non-violence, of poverty and non-possession. Unless you impose 
on yourselves tha five vows, yon may notembark on the experiment at alls 
Thero are several other conditions prescribed, but I must not take you 
through all ‘of them, Suffice it to say that those who bave made these 
experiments know that it is not proper for everyone to claim to hear the voice 
of conscience and it is because we have at the present moment everyone 
claiming the right of conscience without going through any discipline 
whaisoovor that there is so much untrath being delivered to a bewildered 
world. All that I ean in true humility present to you is that truth is nob 
to be found by anybody who has not got an abundant sense of humility. 
Ifyou would swim on the bosom of the ocean of Truth you must reduce 
yourselves toa zero, Further than this I cannot go along this fascinating 
path—Youny India, 91.13.81, p. 497. 
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IL: Last Will and Testament 


‘Though split into two, India having attained political 

through means devised by the Indian National Congross, the Congress in its 
present shape and form, Le, as a propaganda vehicle and parliamentary 
machine, has ontlived its use. India has still to attain social, moral, and 
economic independence in terms of its seven hundred thousand villages as 
distinguished from its cities and towns, The struggle for the ascendency of 
civil over military power is bound to take placo in India's progres towards 
its democratic goal. It must be kept ont of unhealthy competition with 
political parties and communal bodies, For these and other similar reasons, 
the A. I. O. C. resolves to disband the existing Congress organization and 
flower into a Lok Sevak Bangh under the following rules with power to alter 
thom as occasion may demand, 

Every panchayat of five adultmen or women being villagers or village- 
minded shall form a unit. 

Two such eontigaons panchayats shall form a working party under a 
leader elected from among themselves. 

When there are one hundred such panchayats the fifty first grade leaders shall 
clect from among themselves a second grado leader and so on, the first grade 
leaders meanwhile working under the second grade leader, Parallel groups 
of two hundred panchayats shall continue to be formed till they cover the 
whole of India, each succeeding group of panchayats elootinga second grade 
leader after the manner of the first, All second grade leadors shall serve for 
tho whole of India and severally for their respective areas. ‘The second grado 
lenders may loot, whenever they deem necessary, from among fhemselvos a 
chief who will during pleasure, regulate and command all the groups. 

(As the fival formation of provinces or districts is still in a state of fux, 
no attempt has been made to divide this group of servants into Provincial or 
District Councils and jurisdiction over the whole of India has been vosted in 
the group or groups that may bave been formed at any given time, It should 
‘bo noted that this body of servants derive their authority or power from 
service ungrudgingly and wisely done to their muster, the whole of 
India, ) 

1. Every worker shall be a habitual wearer of khadi made from 
self pun yarn or certified by the A. T.B. A. and must be a tectotaller, 
Tf a Hindu, he mast have abjured untouchability in any shape or form in 
his own person or in his own family and must be a believer in the ‘ideal 
of intercommunal unity, equal respect and regard for all religions and 
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í 
equality of opportunity and status ior all irrespootio of raco, eredi 
or sox. 

3. He shall come in personal contact with every villager within his 


3. He shall enrol and train workers from amongst the 
keep a register of all these. 4 p 
4, He shall keep a record of his work from day to day. os 

5. He shall organizo tho villagers so as to make them self upporting 
and self-contained throngh their agriouliure and handicrafts, 

6. He shall educato tho village folk in sanitation and hyi 
fake all measures for prevention of Ni health and disease among 


T. He shall organize the edacation of the village folk from birth to 
death slong the lines of Nayes Talim, in accordance with the policy laid 
down by the Hindustani Talimi Sangh, ; 

8. Ho shall sea that those whose names are missing on the statutory 
voters’ roll are duly entered therein. Xd 3 

Q. Ho shall encourage those who have not yet acquired tho legal 
qualification, to acquire it for getting the right of franchise. 


‘The Sangh shall affiliate the following autonomous bodies: pk 
1, ATIS A. jme 
ALVIA. z 
‘Hindustani Talimi Sangh. 
4. Harijan Sevak Sangh, - 
B. Goseva Sangh, 1 z 
Finance " 1 


The Sangh shall raiso lances for bo -faliment of iu mmission from 
among villagers and others, specíal strees being laid on collection of poor 
man’s pice, yra 
New Dolhi, 99. 1. 48 


Harijan, 15. 2. 48, p. 92. 
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